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1) Major Developments in 2005-2006  
 

Background 

The most significant event in Israel during 2006, regarding the Third Sector and the 

involvement of NGO's in welfare and educational activities, was the Second Lebanon 

War that broke out over the summer. 

The war highlighted as never before the dependence of Israeli society on foundations, 

businesses, and other funding organizations to meet the basic needs of the average 

Israeli citizen. 

Ten years ago this Third Sector would have focused on providing its resources in a way 

that supplemented the safety net and basic services  provided by the national 

government. 

Increasing privatization, the outsourcing of more and more services, and continual 

budget cuts have created a void in the provision of basic services, and the Third Sector 

is now being forced to fill this void. 

This was never more evident that during the recent war, where it was the foundations 

together with the NGO's that responded immediately and effectively to the emergency 

needs of the population in the North, including both those who were evacuated from the 

area and those forced to live in bomb shelters for extended periods of time. 

The absurdity of this situation is highlighted by a quote from the Director General of 

the Prime Minister's Office who during the war stated that the government was proud to 

be able to partner with the Third Sector in meeting the needs of the North. 

This role-reversal has continued in the months following the war, and will undoubtedly 

be the key issue in coming years when considering the boundaries and responsibilities 

of the national and local governments, the Third Sector and NGO's. 

Whereas in previous years the Pratt Foundation could focus on providing the value-

added component to existing social programs, today we are being asked to fund the 

actual programs.  This new challenge requires us to be even more creative and 

discriminating in how we allocate our funds and leverage them through partnerships 

with other funders. 

Pratt Foundation Activities: 2005 -2006  

1) During and after the Lebanon War, the Pratt Foundation was invited to join a number of 

committees to discuss the rehabilitation of the North.  These included advisory 

committees set up by the Jewish Agency, the Prime Ministers' Office, and the Ministry 

of Education. 

 

2) During the war, the Foundation acted as a resource for a number of other funders who 

wished to contribute to the Emergency Needs of the North, but were unsure as to where 

their funds could have the maximum impact.  We also helped coordinate groups of 

funders around specific areas of need following the war.  
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3) The Foundation's Emergency Allocations during the war are outlined in the attached 

report. 

 

4) In 2005 we completed commitments to a number of our smaller projects  

     and began focusing on larger multi-year projects, commencing in 2006.  

 

These include: 

a) Beseva Tova - The Presidents' Program for the Elderly in Kiryat Shemona and 

Karmiel. 

  

b) Otzma – The continued dissemination of Otzma's unique model for violence 

prevention into the national education system  

  

c) Merkaz Maaseh -  A leadership training and volunteer service for high school 

graduates in peripheral areas, before they commence their army service.  The 

Foundation is a member of the Steering Committee and part of the initial funding 

group for Merkaz Maaseh.   

  

d) Nativ – A conversion program for new immigrant soldiers established by Israel 

Prize winner Binyamin Ish Shalom.  The Foundation's contribution was pivotal in 

ensuring that the Jewish Agency continued its funding support for this important 

program. 

 

e) Yedidim Second Chance  -  Our funding facilitated the expansion of this 

program for young new immigrant offenders, in partnership with the Ministry of 

Absorption and the Israeli Police. 

 

f) Institute of Counter Terrorism Education Kit - The Kit is now being prepared 

for distribution to 10th and 11th graders throughout the country. 

  

5) Pratt Fellows Program at Ben Gurion University -  In 2006, an outstanding cadre of 

Ph.D. candidates, post-doctoral scholars and faculty members excelling in the social 

and physical sciences were selected as the first Pratt Fellows at BGU.   Planning is 

underway for the first Annual Pratt Colloquium on ethics and the sciences to take 

place at BGU during 2007.  

  

6) Green Environmental Fund  -  The Foundation became a funding partner and 

Executive member of this Fund, which in a recent profile article in Ha'aretz was 

acknowledged as Israel's most important and influential environmental fund. 

 

7) Kishorit  Village for Special Needs Adults -  Reflecting our increasing focus on the 

areas of mental health and special needs, we provided the seed funding for the Al 

Manara project for special  needs adults in the Israeli Arab Sector.  This project has 

subsequently been adopted by the office of Vice Premier Shimon Peres as a flagship 

program for Northern Israel. 
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8)  Pradler NGO Empowerment Program continues to grow and have a significant 

impact on the Israeli Third Sector.  The groundbreaking initiative is entering its tenth 

cycle, and has over 40 graduate NGO's.  

 

In 2006, we recruited additional members to our Pradler Advisory Board, completed an 

external evaluation, and appointed a Director of the Pradler Program.  We were also 

approached by a number of other foundations and federations who wish to nominate 

organizations they support for inclusion in the project, and we have begun a dialogue 

with Jewish foundations active in both Europe and the U.S. who are interested in 

adopting our model. 

 

9) In December 2005, the Pratt Foundation assumed the Chairmanship of the Forum of 

Foundations in Israel.  This is the umbrella body for over 120 foundations and 

federations in Israel, and we have been responsible for representing the sector in 

various forums, organizing meetings and seminars, conducting surveys and arranging 

field trips for grantmakers and foundation professionals. 

 

International professional standing – The Foundation continues to be actively    

      involved in the Jewish Funders Network and was recently asked to join the Executive     

      Committees of the JFN Foundation Professionals Initiative, and of the World Jewish 

      Communal Professionals Association. 

 

       The Foundation is a founding member of the Westbury Group, which meets on a 

       regular basis and includes a growing number of European Foundations who cooperate 

       on a range of projects. 

  

10) Australia Park, Beersheva -  In 2006, we completed preparations for the Foundation's  

      largest undertaking thus far in Israel – the establishment of an integrated special needs  

      recreational park in Beersheva, which will be dedicated during the 90
th

 anniversary year  

      of the Australian Lighthorsemen's charge on Beersheva in the First World War.  

 

      This project is significant both in terms of historical value, given the close ties between 

      Australia and Israel, and as a philanthropic investment in the city of Beersheba and the  

      peripheral towns in Southern Israel, as it will provide a unique recreational facility  

      previously unavailable to the special needs citizens of these areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Peter Adler 

 February, 2007 
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2) General Background Information 
 

1. Since 1998, the Pratt Foundation has earmarked funds directly to projects from 
its Keren Hayesod contribution.  

 
2. Over one hundred and eighty organisations have received funds from the 
Foundation during these seven years.  Via these organisations, we have provided 
assistance to more than three hundred projects. 
 
3.  As required by the United Israel Appeal Refugee Relief Fund, the Foundation 
supports projects that must meet the Refugee Relief criteria. Within these criteria, 
funds have been directed to certain priority areas: 
 

 Basic needs and anti-poverty programmes 

 Educational and integrative programmes for children and youth at risk 

 Empowerment programs for new immigrants 

 Environmental projects 

 Rehabilitative and special needs programs for youth and children  

 Violence prevention and terror victim support  
 

 4. “Enriching the lives of our community” is the touchstone of the Pratt 
Foundation’s mission. Support of Israeli projects that enrich and enable the 
lives of her citizens speaks to the very core of the Pratt Foundation’s purpose. 
We look for projects where our funding makes as effective and long-term an 
impact as possible. 

 5. Venture philanthropy is an innovative practice that draws on venture capital 
strategies to charitable giving. It emphasises imaginative and innovative 
solutions, long-term funding, and organisational development. 

 This commitment to creative and innovative philanthropy characterises the 
work of the Pratt Foundation as it identifies, nurtures, supports and develops 

promising young organizations in the initial stages of their operation. 

6. The Pratt Foundation constantly reviews ways to maximize the impact of our 
contributions and improve the unique partnerships that we have developed with 
our grantees.  A significant outcome of this engaged approach has been the 
establishment of The Pratt Foundation Pradler NGO Empowerment Project 
Initiative, which is designed to empower organisations to develop their own 
capacity-building mechanisms and sustainability strategies. The Pradler NGO 
Empowerment Project has generated enormous interest in Israel and abroad.  
 
7. The Pratt Foundation is proud to be an Australian foundation that has 
recognized its responsibilities to the wider Australian community. At the same 
time, its special affinity for Israel is central to the raison d’etre of the 
Foundation.  

In recent years, a key priority of the Foundation has been to support and 
encourage Australia-Israel links that promote collaboration and greater 
understanding between the two countries in a wide range of fields.  

8. Our website, www.prattfoundation-israel.co.il provides grantees with 
application guidelines and up-to date information on the Israeli activities of the 
Pratt Foundation.  

http://www.prattfoundation.co.il/
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A. Food Programs and Basic Needs  

 
 

 

    

  

 
Students, soldiers, and tourists pick fruits and vegetables for 

Israel's neediest through Table to Table's Food Rescue programs. 
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A. Food Programs and Basic Needs  
 

1) Latet         

We were the first foundation to provide seed money to Latet’s comprehensive anti-hunger 

program, which stores food collected by their volunteers in three large warehouses.  

Through improved coordination with numerous volunteer organizations and food 

producers, Latet collected and distributed over 350 tons of food, valued at $900,000 to 

Israel's neediest families last year.  
 

                                                
 
 

2) Food Security Forum (Matan)     

The Pratt Foundation is a Founder and Executive Member of The Forum to Address Food 

Insecurity and Poverty in Israel, which encourages policy and programmatic solutions to 

address the increasing problem of food insecurity and poverty throughout the country.   

 

Recent achievements of the Forum include the commissioning of a widely publicized 

mapping study of food distribution and food aid organizations in Israel; evaluation and 

implementation of the first Israeli school breakfast program for 1,200 school children in 

Tel Aviv and Jaffa; organization of a delegation of Knesset members and journalists to take 

part in “Hunger Awareness Day” in Washington D.C. where they were briefed by 

government officials and non-profit providers about America’s continuum of nutritional 

security programs;  hosting of the United States Undersecretary of Agriculture in a week of 

intensive briefings with Israeli government ministers to encourage them to adopt food 

security policies similar to those of the U.S.  

 

3) Beyond the Horizon - After-school Soccer/Learning Centers   

The Foundation provided seed funding to establish this first-of-a-kind program, whereby 

the Maccabi Netanya major-league soccer club provides special soccer activities, a hot 

meal and homework assistance by tutors for youth-at-risk from depressed neighborhoods in 

Netanya. It is funded by a unique coalition of local businesses, the soccer club, the 

municipality, and foundations.  Other soccer clubs have expressed interest in duplicating 

the Maccabi Netanya model. 
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4) Friendship's Way        

Our contribution provided matching funds towards purchase of a new van for Friendship's 

Way, after their former one was stolen.  The van helps transport Arab and Jewish children 

to after-school enrichment activities and to distribute food to needy Jewish and Arab 

families in the Jaffa area. 

 

5)  Tmura        
We were the first foundation to provide initial funding support for the Tmura model, 

whereby venture capital companies contribute share options to a fund, and when the 

options are realized, the proceeds are allocated to educational and youth projects.  We 

continue to sit on the Grants Committee of Tmura, which has already contributed over 

$300,000 U.S. to 12 organizations promoting youth education throughout Israel. 

 

6) Table to Table – Meals Van       
Through the use of 3 refrigerated trucks and the support of over 700 hundred volunteers, 

Table to Table collects excess prepared and perishable food from donors and delivers it 

free of charge to non-profit agencies serving the needy and hungry. Table to Table also 

galvanizes schools, youth groups, camps, and tour groups to participate in its fruit and 

vegetable picking days throughout the year. Every week, Table to Table collects over 

10,000 meals, 40 tons of fruits and vegetables, and tens of thousands of fresh products.    

  

The Foundation funded the purchase of Table to Table's first refrigerated van and continues 

to support its efforts to widen the food security net for Israel's neediest.  

 

                      
         

 

 

7) Pradler NGO Empowerment Program      

 

The Pradler Program of the Pratt Foundation is a unique training and capacity-building 

project for non-profit organizations which we established in 2003. The program provides 

participating non-profits with individual mentoring and training in the area of resource 

development.  Now entering its 9
th

 cycle, 36 Israeli non-profits, providing a wide spectrum 

services to Israel's neediest populations, have graduated from the Pradler Project.   

In 2006, the Foundation hired a Director and several part-time mentors for the Pradler 

Project, and provided a program budget through 2007. 

 

The Pratt Foundation Pradler Program is making a significant impact on Israel's Third 

Sector and has generated enormous interest among foundations, federations, and NGO's in 

Israel and abroad.  We have been requested by foundations and federations to outsource our 

services or to partner with us in duplicating the Program elsewhere.   
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8) Ben Gurion University – Bedouin Scholarships Program  

Together with Ben Gurion University of the Negev, we have established a fund to support 

young Bedouin students who have completed their army service and wish to pursue higher 

education.  These students represent important future role models for the Bedouin 

community in the Negev. 

 
 

9) Lone Soldiers Fund        

In partnership with the Sacta-Rashi Foundation, this fund provides lone soldiers serving in 

the IDF, without family or close relatives in Israel, with financial assistance, enabling them 

to pursue university studies. Our funding supports soldiers in the preparatory mechina 

program for new immigrant soldiers, as well as veteran Israeli soldiers pursuing regular 

university degrees. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

10) Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies     

The Foundation underwrote the cost of a comprehensive study on poverty in Jerusalem by 

JIIS, a social policy think tank, including recommended strategies for assisting and 

empowering the city's poorest and most underprivileged populations.  Our funding has 

enabled the completion of a survey of world literature documenting efforts to combat urban 

poverty, and subsequent analysis of policies which may be applicable for Jerusalem. 
 

 

11) Shoulder to Shoulder       

Continuing our longstanding relationship with Beit Moriah in Beersheva, this new initiative 

matches new immigrant and disadvantaged families in Beersheva with more established 

families who share a common interest or profession.  The latter families undergo training to 

provide mentoring and guidance to their "sister" family on financial management, and 

receiving social, educational, medical, home repair and other services to help improve their 

quality of life.  
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12) JDC Beseva Tova       

 

JDC-ESHEL, in partnership with the office of the President of Israel and the IDF,  runs the 

Beseva Tova program to help improve conditions for elderly people living in poverty and 

to make their lives more comfortable and dignified.  In this unique program, volunteer 

professionals and soldiers provide goods and services to the elderly, including eyewear, 

hearing devices, dental care, appliances, subsidized prescriptions and home repairs.  Our 

grant helped extend the Beseva Tova program to hundreds of elderly in Kiryat Shemona. 

 

 

                        
 

 

 

13) BeerSova         

 

This grant provided partial funding for BeerSova's Volunteer Coordinator, who oversees 

the work of over 200 volunteers who are the backbone of BeerSova's activities in 

Beersheva.  These include  Meals-On Wheels, a Moadonit for 7
th

 & 8
th

 graders, assembling 

food packages, and their "Yedid L'Kashish" project which pairs teens up with lonely or 

homebound elderly. 

 
14) Jewish Agency for Israel Programs     

 

 These funds are channeled to Jewish Agency vocational training and other basic needs 

programs. 

  



 

 

14 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND 

TERROR VICTIM SUPPORT  
 

 

 

 

 
 

A Selah volunteer assists a young immigrant victim of terror. 
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B. VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND 

TERROR VICTIM SUPPORT  

  
 

 

1) Tel Aviv Rape Crisis Centre      

 

Tel Aviv Rape Crisis Centre runs a hotline, and organizes support groups, judicial 

assistance and other services for victims of rape and incest.  Aside from our direct support 

for the Centre, which serves thousands of men and women each year, TARCC is also a 

participant in the Pratt Foundation Pradler Program for NGO capacity-building. 
 
 

2) Otzma Project for Violence Reduction in Children  

 

Established in partnership with Ashalim and Tel Aviv University, Otzma is one of the Pratt 

Foundation's Israel flagship programs, and it is producing results far beyond our 

expectations. This cutting-edge research and teaching project for modifying violent 

behavior in children has been adopted by the Israeli Ministry of Education for 

implementation in schools and youth villages throughout the country, where it is having a 

marked impact on violence reduction among young people.  The project has also received 

wide acclaim overseas, where it has been presented in professional conferences and 

journals. 

 

                               
 

 

3) Palestinian Media Watch (PMW)    

 

PMW is the only organization that monitors Palestinian school books, Palestinian written 

and electronic media, and Palestinian government publications on a daily basis.  Paw's 

materials are distributed worldwide to media representatives, government officials and 

academics.  They have proven a major factor in demands being made on the Palestinians to 

halt their incitement against Israel and the West. 

 

Through our intervention, PMW now addresses the overseas guests and missions of the 

Foreign Ministry during their visits to Israel, ensuring the exposure of decision-makers and 

opinion-makers abroad to Paw's important work. 
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4) Jewish Agency for Israel Programs    

These funds are channeled to the Jewish Agency Fund for Terror Victims. 

 

5) The International Policy Institute 

       for Counter Terrorism      

This institute is widely recognized as a premier institution for analyzing and researching 

trends in terrorism and counter-terrorism.  The Foundation is funding a unique educational 

kit being prepared by the Institute, specifically for educators and counselors within the 

school system.  The material is designed to help students cope with the anxiety of terror 

threats and identify and understand the methods used by terror organizations to generate 

panic and fear. 

 

The Israeli Ministry of Education has approved and adopted the educational kit and is 

preparing to disseminate it to teachers and students in Grades 9 and 10 throughout Israel 

during the coming school year.   Interest in the Kit has also been expressed by educational 

authorities in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Great Britain. 
 

 

6) SELAH – Israel Crisis Management Centre   

Selah provides emergency and long-term aid to immigrants in crisis throughout Israel.  Our 

contribution funded a volunteer selection and training program, which has greatly enhanced 

the quality and breadth of Selah's work with immigrant victims of terror and personal 

tragedy.  
    

    
 

Sela volunteer with 17-year old survivor 

     of the Dolphinarium bombing. 

 

7) Maslan        

Maslan's Rape Crisis Centre and the Shelter for Battered Women, constructed with our 

support, assist women victims of rape and abuse in the Negev region.  Our contribution will 

continue to support Maslan educational abuse-prevention programs in Hebrew, Russian, 

Arabic, and Amharic.  
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C. NEW IMMIGRANT 

 

 EMPOWERMENT PROJECTS 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Proud graduates of Jerusalem College of Technology's 

Ethiopians for Engineers program. 
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C. NEW IMMIGRANT EMPOWERMENT 

 PROJECTS  
 

1) Jerusalem College of Technology -Ethiopians for Engineers   

 

Over 40 Ethiopian immigrants have graduated this unique program of the Jerusalem 

College of Technology, and another 100 hundred are currently enrolled.  The Pratt 

Foundation's ongoing support provides young Ethiopian immigrants with extra tuition and 

living stipends to enable them to complete their degrees.  Upon graduates, these students 

enlist in the IDF and many go on to serve in elite units and pursue careers as high-tech 

professionals.   

 

Over 30% of qualified engineers from the Ethiopian community in Israel are graduates of 

this JCT program. 

 

 

              
 

 

 

2) Haifa University – Ethiopian Women's Scholarship Fund    
These funds provided living stipends to Ethiopian women, allowing them to complete their 

degrees at Haifa University.  Our donation helps ensure that students of Ethiopian origin 

are given the same opportunity for university education as other young Israelis, impelling 

them towards success on campus and high levels of achievement in the Israeli workforce. 

 

 

3) Or Etzion – Ethiopian Leadership Training       

This Jewish Studies centre trains promising young Ethiopians to assume positions of 

educational and communal leadership in Israel.  In 2005, sixty-six young Ethiopian men 

participated in the program, which is preparing them for careers as teachers, rabbis, ritual 

slaughterers, and leadership positions in the IDF.  

 

The Or-Etzion Program  was awarded the Menachem Begin Heritage Prize in 1999 and has 

been officially recognized by the Ministry of Education as an Outstanding Program.  
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4) Jerusalem Resources Foundation    

This project assists new immigrant musicians in making professional recordings of their 

music. These are then sold and used to promote the talents of these musicians. 

 

5) CLICK/ SAVI Program     

Originally established and funded by the Fonda family from Melbourne, the SAVI program 

provides crafts activities for the elderly which are self-funding through the proceeds from 

sales of the finished crafts products.  At the request of the family, this program is now 

administered by the CLICK organization in Hod Hasharon to which we provided funds to 

enable them rent an appropriate premises for their services to the immigrant elderly in the 

area.   

 

The CLICK has been featured widely in the Israeli media as an example of a social welfare 

project that promotes self-sufficiency. 

 

                             
 

 

6) Israel Association for Ethiopian Jewry         

IAEJ advocates for the full and rapid integration of the Ethiopian community into all 

spheres of Israeli society, supporting the development of local leadership, neighborhood 

revitalization, educational reform, and increased job opportunities for Ethiopians. 

 

 

7) Rishon LeTzion Pratt Community Centre Library Program  

The Foundation recently reestablished links with the Pratt Community Centre in Rishon 

LeTzion funded by UIA Australia. Our contribution supports an early childhood 

enrichment program for Ethiopian children and their families, which aims to improve the 

learning abilities of the children before they reach school age. 

 

 

8)  Wingate Institute       

The Foundation continued its assistance to Ethiopian student athletes at Wingate who 

urgently require stipends to cover basic living costs while they are on campus.  Although 

proven athletes, these students would be unable to develop their talents without this 

support. 
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9) Jerusalem Foundation – Tidhar School for the Disabled   

The Foundation supported the refurbishing of the Tidhar School's library to enable more 

disabled new immigrant students to participate in the school's graded reading project.  Our 

contribution also enabled the school to obtain matching funds from the municipality and 

the Ministry of Education that it otherwise would have been unable to receive. 

 

 

 
 

 
10)  Technion         

This grant will provided funding for living stipends and tuition scholarships to help support 

new immigrants students from the FSU and Ethiopia who are pursuing graduate studies in 

the Technion. 

 

11) Nativ         

This is the first of a three-year commitment to the Nativ program, which assists non-Jewish 

immigrant soldiers prepare for and undergo conversion to Judaism during their army 

service, thereby facilitating their complete integration into Israeli society.   

 

12) Israel Religious Action Committee     

IRAC Legal Aid Services for Olim provide free legal and counseling services for new 

immigrants, using Russian and Amharic-speaking field workers and attorneys to represent 

new immigrants before administrative bodies, labor, municipal, and district courts.  

Our grant provides funding for their Legal Aid Coordinators in Haifa and Beersheva.  
 

13) New Jerusalem Foundation       

The New Jerusalem Foundation's Program for the Advancement of New Immigrant 

Academics in Technology (TAKA) aims to build a cadre of talented young engineers in 

Jerusalem who will foster interest and investment for high-tech development in the 

Jerusalem area, creating employment opportunities, and attract new immigrant residents to 

the city.  The Foundation's grant helped underwrite a course in the TAKA project for new 

immigrant youth.  

 

14) Maksam         
Over 400 children currently attend the five Maksam After-School Enrichment Centers for 

Ethiopian Israeli Children in Hadera , five afternoons per week for three hours. During this 

time they receive a hot meal, professional instruction in essential subjects such as Hebrew 

language, English, Math and computers, homework assistance, and additional crafts and 

enrichment activities.  Maksam is one of the most effective organizations operating on 

behalf and by the Ethiopian community in Israel. The Foundation's grant supports the 

activities of Maksam's resource development coordinator.
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D. CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK  

 
 

 

 
 

Proud trophy winners from Beersheba – 

  Nirim Community Centre Soccer League.
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D. CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK  
  

 

 

1) Beit Hashanti        

This hostel for homeless youth in central Tel Aviv offers a safe environment for youngsters 

aged 14-21, providing therapies and guidance to help streamline them back into Israeli 

society. The youngsters also do volunteer work in their community. Beit HaShanti's 

Director is a recipient of the Israel Prize for volunteerism. 

 

Over 1000 young people benefited from Beit Hashanti's services in 2006.  

 

                                            
 

 

 

2) Ben Yakir Youth Village -Emergency Fund and Music Center Support   

   

Maintaining our long-standing relationship with the Ben Yakir Youth Village, we continue 

to subsidize the activities of the Music Centre that we established.  Our support also 

includes designated money to cover the emergency needs of the children.              

 

 

3) Almaya – Nirim Community Centre Soccer League    

Meir Busily established this after-school soccer league for underprivileged and immigrant 

children in the “Doled” neighborhood of Beersheva, in which 400 children participated in 

2006. The league provides these children with a sense of pride and accomplishment.  The 

Foundation also provided matching funds to help refurbish the league's soccer field.  
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4)  Yedidim - Second Chance Project      

Yedidim's Second Chance Project offers immigrant youth offenders the opportunity to 

cancel pending charges against them by entering this rehabilitative program. With funding 

provided by the Pratt Foundation, Yedidim, in partnership with the Israeli police, youth 

probation officers, and welfare agents,  trains student volunteers to work as mentors with these 

young offenders on a weekly basis.  Upon successful completion of this year-long program, the 

police erase their records, enable them to enroll in the IDF or pursue work or studies. 

 

In 2005, 245 young people participated in the Second Chance Project.  Aside from the closing 

of their police files, there is no doubt that both the young people and their families benefit 

tremendously from the dedication of Yedidim's student volunteers. 

 

Due to the success of the project, it is now being extended into 10 cities throughout Israel. 
    
 

                                                  
 

 

 

6)  Katzrin Mechina        

Located in the Golan Heights, the Katzrin Army Preparatory Program provides youth at 

risk in the North of Israel with leadership skills, social therapies, and physical training to 

help them integrate successfully into the IDF. 

 

 

7) Israel Tennis Centre, Kiryat Shemona    

Approached by the Israeli Tennis Centre, the Foundation provided funding for this pilot 

sports therapy program for youth at risk in the Kiryat Shemona area. The program includes 

tennis lessons, lectures on proper nutrition, exercise therapy and other elements designed to 

improve self-image and confidence among young people from Kiryat Shimon's poorest 

neighborhoods.  This program is now being duplicated in other tennis centers across the 

country.  
                         

 

8) Lachan         

Lachan is a school and dormitory for high school students who have dropped out of 

traditional high school frameworks.  The school prepares students for matriculation exams, 

and provides a variety of therapies aimed at restoring the young people's confidence in 

themselves and preparing them for army service or work, and successful reintegration into 

Israeli society.  
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9) Peres Centre        

The Peres Centre organizes joint sports activities and soccer leagues for Jewish and Arab 

youth in development towns throughout Israel to provide enrichment to these 

disadvantaged youth and increase social integration and cultural understanding between 

them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10) Pre-Military Academy of Kiryat Malachi     
The Mechina (Preparatory Program) of the Northern Negev in Kiryat Malachi is a one year 

post-high school program for disadvantaged youth from the development towns and 

peripheries of the northern Negev.  The Foundation underwrote the services of two 

professional resource developers who also acted as programmatic, administrative, and 

fundraising mentors to the Tamer Mechina in Katzrin, which was modeled upon the Kiryat 

Malachi mechina.  Their intervention significantly reduced the budget deficits of the 

Machina and created links with many new funding sources, including Israeli businesses. 

 

11) Gush Etzion Foundation      

Our contribution supported the activities of the Gush Etzion Children's Center for 

Handicapped Children (the "Sand"), the refurbishing of the regional library, and musical 

instruments for the local Jewish Community Center. 

 

12) Kehilla         

Kehilla, a recent graduate of the Pratt Foundation's Pradler NGO Empowerment Program, 

operates afternoon centers for children at risk in Beit Shemesh. In partnership with the 

city's Welfare Department, the Foundation is funding the activities of a center attended by 

22 children for five hours each afternoon. 

 

13) Jordan Valley College       

While Israel has a network of schools for gifted children, the Jordan Valley area is 

geographically isolated, with a population that is on a relatively low socio-economic status. 

These scholarships will enable the gifted children from this area to attend the College’s 

Gifted Children Program. 

 

14) Bina          

Bina runs a program in the underpriveleged neighborhoods of South Tel Aviv whereby 

young post-army volunteers work with youth-at-risk in the afternoons, assisting with 

homework, sports, and other enrichment activities. Our contribution supported living 

stipends for the volunteers. 
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15)  Neve Michael        

 

We are continuing our long-standing association with Neve Michael, a residential centre 

for youth at risk, where we established the first 24 hour centre Emergency Crisis Centre for 

children in Israel.  Due to government cutbacks, it is even more difficult to ensure ongoing 

funding for Neve Michael's important services.  This supplementary grant supported the 

provision of psychological counseling for children with special needs. 

 

 

              
 

 

16) Merkaz Maaseh - IsraCorps      
 

Merkaz Maaseh is a national program for training and mentoring young volunteers from 

Israel's peripheral communities and the Diaspora to work with children in local schools and 

summer programs and build a corps of social leadership for the future.  IsraCorps 

volunteers help  run the Tafnit Program in schools to help minimize gaps in achievement 

among disadvantaged children and minorities, and work together with community centers, 

the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel, the National Service program, the Scouts 

and other national bodies to give back to their communities. The Pratt Foundation is 

funding the activities of Merkaz Maaseh in Dimona, Netivot, Maalot Tarshicha and 

Misgav. 
 

 

17) Israel Association of Community Centers    

 

The Foundation is supporting a variety of Youth and Early Childhood programs in the 

Nitzan Community Center in Ashkelon, which serves a large number of new immigrant 

and underprivileged families in the area. 

  

 

18) Tali Schools        

 

The Tali Schools are known throughout Israel for their pluralistic approach towards 

providing a strong Jewish and Zionist education to the students and families they serve. 

Our contribution will help the Harel School, located in an underprivileged neighborhood of 

Ashkelon, to create a viable, self-sustaining program in Jewish studies, according to the 

criteria and standards of the Tali schools.  
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19) Ziv Neurim        

 

The Ziv Neurim Organization, founded by former Navy Commandos in September 2000, 

involves youth at risk in challenging marine activities that enhance their personal and social 

skills and encourage good citizenship and active participation in the community.  The 

program also fosters awareness of environmental issues and nature conservation, with an 

emphasis on the sea and its environs. 

 

20) Yad B'Yad Jewish-Arab School    

The Pratt Foundation continues to support the Centre for Jewish-Arab Education's Early 

Childhood program in Jerusalem. Operating schools in Jerusalem, the Galilee, and their 

new Centre in Wadi Ara, Yad B'Yad has a total of 680 kindergartens, grade school, and 

junior high students enrolled in their programs, and continues to grow every year.                                                       

                                                        

 

 

21) Aderet Pre-Army Educational Program    

 

The Aderet Educational Program provides youth volunteers with leadership training, 

placing special focus on pluralism, the environment and community service. The 

Foundation is sponsoring Aderet's "Educational Greenhouse" project in the Jabotinsky 

School in Beit Shemesh, whereby young adult volunteers grow and teach about agricultural 

products and community responsibility to new immigrant youth- at-risk attending the 

school, as well as to senior retired members of the Ethiopian community in Beit Shemesh 

during after school hours. 
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E. ENVIRONMENT 
 

 

 
            
Children in the North on National Clean-Up Day 

 

 

 

             
Yifat Amiel, the environmental correspondent of Channel 1, 

receives the Pratt Prize for Environmental Journalism. 
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E. ENVIRONMENT – 
 

 

1)  Green Environmental Fund –Public Health Campaign   

             

The Pratt Foundation is a founding member of The Foundations’ Partnership for 

Environmental and Public Health, a coalition of several philanthropic foundations, whose 

purpose is to raise awareness and impact policy concerning the relationship between the 

environment and public health.   

 

2) Green Course – Scholarships for Campus Coordinators   

 

Our support has enabled “Green Action”, a student-based environmental organisation under 

the auspices of the Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel, to become the country's 

premier grassroots environmental movement.  Our funding provides scholarships and 

training for chapter coordinators in over 20 campuses throughout the country. This 

strengthens the structural “spinal column” of the organisation through a “Leadership 

Development and Action Program." 

  

3) LINK to the Environment      

  

This contribution funds environmental clean-up campaigns based on 'Clean Up the World,' 

a model initiated in Australia.  Given the mixed Jewish and Arab populations in the 

Galilee, these clean-up campaigns specifically involve both Jewish and Arab residents of 

neighboring towns and villages and promote coexistence through environmental action. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Galilee Recycling School       

 

Established with our support, the Galilee Recycling School has become a thriving  

educational centre for environmental education in the North for adults and children of all 

ages and sectors of Israeli society. In 2005, the Centre saw a 60% increase in visitors from 

Arab and Jewish schools (close to 3300 children and teachers).  The School now receives 

funding from the Galilee Development Authority, as well as the Ministry for the 

Environment and private foundations. 
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5) Israel Society for Ecology       

 

The Israel Society for Ecology and Environmental Quality Sciences is one of Israel’s oldest 

ecology NGO's.  Our contribution supported its eighth international conference at the 

Weizmann Institute of Science in May, 2005, where 700 participants from all over the 

globe were briefed on current trends in air and water pollution, environmental law and 

management, and environmental education and policy. 

 

 

6) Heschel Centre (The Pratt Prize)     

 

The Pratt Awards for Environmental Journalism, in collaboration with the Heschel Centre, 

are recognized as Israel's most prestigious honor in the area of electronic and written media 

coverage. In 2006, the Pratt Prize received over 200 submissions in the categories of print, 

electronic, local, and community media.  
 

The Foundation, together with the Heschel Centre, also sponsored Israel's First Annual 

Survey on Environmental Awareness amongst various sectors of Israeli society, the results 

of which were presented at a conference and covered widely in the media. 

 

       
 

Presenting the findings of the Pratt Survey on Environmental Awareness 

 

 

7) Ben Gurion University 

        

TPF funded the participation of Australian scientists in the annual Desertification 

Conference at the Blaustein Institute for Desert Research in November, 2006. 

 

 

8) Lotem         

Lotem's "Nature in the Service of the Community" programs integrate mentally challenged 

adults into a variety of environmental activities.  The Foundation's funding enabled Lotem 

to provide transport and meaningful days away in nature to many groups of adults who 

spend most of their time within the four walls of their schools and institutions.  

 



 

 

30 

 

 

9) Jewish National Fund        

 

a) Yarkon River     

 

In conjunction with the JNF and Yarkon Rehabilitation Authority, the Foundation is 

underwriting a major effort to clean up and restore the waters and banks of the 

Yarkon river.   Several recreational areas along the banks of the River were 

completed in 2005 and 2006, and work continues to rehabilitate this national 

resource. 

 

       
    

 

b) Clean-Up Israel      

 

Modeled after the Clean-Up the World concept initiated in Australia, the 

Foundation, in partnership with the JNF, sponsored Israel's first National Clean-Up 

Day, which has now become a major annual event in the Israeli calendar.  This year 

78,000 people from 80 cities and towns, representing all sectors of Israeli society, 

participated in the Clean-Up Day in September, including 26,000 Bedouin residents 

of four villages in the Negev. 
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F. SPECIAL NEEDS, CULTURE, AND 

 HIGHER EDUCATION 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Severely disabled young Israelis receive vocational training and enjoy 

recreational activities at Beit HaGalgalim (House of Wheels). 



 

 

32 

 

F. SPECIAL NEEDS, CULTURE, 

AND EDUCATION  

 

 
1) Efrata School – Special Education     

The Efrata School is one of the few schools in the Jerusalem area that integrates special 

needs children within its classrooms. Due to budget cutbacks, the school is suffering from a 

lack of equipment and teaching aids for these children. Our contribution transformed an 

empty classroom into a well-equipped paramedical treatment room which has considerably 

improved the lives of the Autistic/PDD children in the school. 

 

 

                      
 

 

2) The Hartman Institute        

Established in 1995, the Institute's teacher-training program for Jewish Empowerment aims 

to develop a new cadre of pluralistic secular educators throughout Israel's public high 

school system. Our funding has enabled this program to expand from its early beginnings 

with 30 secular high schools to one of unprecedented depth and scope, involving over 300 

principals and teachers from around the country. It now reaches tens of thousands of Israeli 

students and their families.   

 

 

3) AMCHA – Shoah Survivors      

AMCHA is the support organisation for thousands of elderly Holocaust survivors living in 

Israel, many of them without family support networks. AMCHA has established a network 

of meeting clubs, day activities and psychological support services for this vulnerable 

population.   As budget cutbacks have threatened the closure of many of these clubs, our 

grant will ensure the continued operation of the club in Ashdod which services hundreds of 

survivors. For most Amcha clients, the club is their only social contact outside their homes. 

 

4) Ne'eman Association for Stroke Survivors      

The Ne'eman Association for Stroke Survivors provides social rehabilitative support groups 

for Russian-speaking Stroke Survivors.  Our grant enabled the opening of an additional 

support group in the Haifa area where a high concentration of Russian immigrants live. 
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5) Keren Malki         

Established in the memory of Australian-born Malka Roth z”l, who was murdered at the 

Sbarro terror attack in Jerusalem, Keren Malki has established a project of home visits by 

specialized physiotherapists to the homes of severely disabled children.  The Pratt 

Foundation provided seed funding for its "Therapies in the Home" program, modeled upon 

the Royal District Nursing home visit service in Australia.  During 2005, the program grew 

by 35% on a year-on-year basis, both in terms of numbers of families and size of financial 

support given. The rate at which equipment needed to be purchased for re-stocking its 

joint-venture warehouse with Yad Sarah more than doubled.  

 

 

                          
 

 

 

6) Maagan         

           

Maagan provides complementary physical, psychological and social recovery and 

care therapies to Jerusalem-area cancer patients and their families. This contribution 

provides matching funds to the Israel Cancer Association, enabling Meagan to hire a paid 

Executive Director. 

 

  
 

7) Hebrew University – Yiddish Dictionary    

We are supporting the research and publication of a Yiddish Dictionary by immigrant 

Yiddish experts, which will include an up-to-date compilation of Yiddish words and 

phrases, to assist the growing number of students in the University who are involved in 

the revival of Yiddish language and culture. 
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8) Festival BeShekel        

Festival BeShekel coordinates cultural, musical and social events in underprivileged inner-

city neighborhoods and peripheral towns throughout Israel. All events are produced in 

cooperation with the local community. The price of admission to each one of Festival 

BeShekel’s activities is one shekel (approximately 20 cents).  In 2005, Festival BeShekel 

sponsored four major events attended by 20,000 adults and children, as well as training and 

production workshops for 40 young community leaders from development towns. 

 

 

9) Beit HaGalgalim (The House of Wheels)     

This past year, Beit HaGalgalim celebrated 25 years of providing recreational activities, 

workshops, vocational training and job placement opportunities to physically disabled 

children and young adults throughout the country.  In recognition of Beit Galgalgim's 

work with Israel's handicapped and its network of over 300 dedicated volunteers, the 

City of Herzliya recently allotted land to the organisation, in order to establish a 

permanent centre for their activities. The Foundation's support is directed towards Beit 

Galgalim's vocational training program that helps place young adults with disabilities in 

the Israeli workforce. 

.                 

 

 

10) The Sam Spiegel Film & Television School-Jerusalem  

Named after the legendary Hollywood producer Sam Spiegel, the Jerusalem Film School is 

considered to be one of the best in the world. It has been awarded the title of Best Film 

School in Europe seven times. Due to severe budget cutbacks, many students are unable to 

continue their studies full time. Our funding provides needy students with scholarships to 

allow them to successfully complete their film studies. 

 

 

11) Keren Vocational Rehabilitation Center    

The Keren Vocational Rehabilitation Center in Tira provide therapies and vocational 

training to young adults with mental handicaps in the area. The Foundation's contribution 

supported the renovation of the center, enabling it to receive and provide training to a 

larger and more diverse range of clients per year.
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12) Yachad Accelerated Learning Project (YALP)   

The Yachad Accelerated Learning Project aims to improve literacy and numeracy 

outcomes for students in remote and rural locations in Australia, by applying 

Accelerated Learning principles developed and taught by staff from the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem.  TPF was a founding sponsor of YALP, which is in its second 

phase of implementation in Australia.  Phase 1 of the project, in Aurukun, Halls Creek, 

and Shepparton, was a tangible success, involving close to 200 students, ages 8 – 14 

years, and training 53 local teachers and teaching aides. 

                                     

 

13) Arthur Rubinstein Competition         

The Pratt Foundation was a major supporter of the 2005 Arthur Rubinstein 

International Piano Master Competition, which was held in Tel Aviv before capacity 

audiences. The Foundation  sponsored the Prize for best performance of the Israeli 

composition, the Encouragement Award to a young Israeli Pianist, and the Prize for 

sixth place in the final competition.  

14) Aluma, Kiryat Yovel 

         

Aluma is a student volunteer organisation offering students rent subsidies to live in the 

lower income Kiryat Yovel neighborhood of Jerusalem.  In return, the students provide 

after-school workshops, cultural activities and homework assistance to youth- at-risk in the 

neighborhood who are referred by local social workers.  

 

15) Kishorit         

 

Kishorit is a world-wide model for treating adults with special needs (high-functional). 

Their approach to treatment involves integration into Israeli kibbutz lifestyle, including 

living quarters, a variety of work environments, and leisure activities. .The Kishorit and Al 

Manara Villages serve approximately 180 adults with special needs from both the Arab and 

Jewish communities in the Galil. 

 

16) Beit Issie Shapiro       

 

The Foundation's contribution to Beit Issie Shapiro supported the development costs of its 

national outreach program to establish accessible inclusive parks in cities throughout Israel, 

to the benefit of special needs children in surrounding communities .   
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17) Summit         

The Summit Institute provides psycho-social and vocational rehabilitation for adolescents 

and young adults.  Summit is also responsible for foster care services in the Jerusalem and 

Southern region, providing support to over 700 children and their foster families. Our grant 

provided essential assistance and services to these foster families. 

 

 
 

 

18) The Beersheva Foundation – Australia Park      
In cooperation with the City of Beersheva and the Australian government, the Foundation 

is erecting a spacious park in the city which will contain playground equipment for special 

needs children from the surrounding Jewish and Bedouin communities, an amphitheater for 

public events, and memorial sculpture and informational plaques honoring the contribution 

of the Anzac Soldiers during World War I.  

 

 

19)  Ben Gurion University – Pratt Fellows            

This multi – year commitment by the Foundation is designed to contribute to the 

university’s R & D output by providing research grants to PhD and post doctorate scholars 

in the physical sciences, humanities, and social sciences over the next five years.  The Pratt 

Fellows program is also intended to prevent a brain drain of Israel's most promising young 

scientists and encourage discourse about the ethical and social implications of “frontier” 

research in the physical sciences. 

 

20) Talpiot Mental Health Centre      

This grant by the Foundation towards the renovations of the Talpiot Mental Health Clinic 

was contingent upon the receipt of a matching contribution towards the repairs by the 

Ministry of Health.   

 

21) Beit Noam        

Beit Noam, recent graduates of the Foundation's Pradler Program for NGO Empowerment,  

provides services and vocational training to wheelchair bound handicapped young adults 

suffering from mental, motor and sensing disabilities. The Foundation is supporting Beit 

Noam's Volunteer Training Program to help increase the span and impact of its activities. 

 

22) Constitution by Consensus Association     

In cooperation with a Jerusalem think-tank, the Foundation is funding research into 

potential alternative models for Israel's Electoral System, given the public's call in recent 

years for more effective government representation and electoral reform. 
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F. THE SECOND LEBANON WAR – 
 

SPECIAL EMERGENCY ALLOCATIONS 
 

 

  

In a bomb shelter in Maalot, air-conditioner funded by TPF. 

  

Distributing toys to the children in Nahariya Hospital. 
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G. THE SECOND LEBANON WAR – 
 

SPECIAL EMERGENCY ALLOCATIONS     
 

 

1)  Galila – The Northern Galilee Development Foundation       
  

These funds were used to purchase and install 10 air-conditioning units in bomb shelters, 

and support Galila's "Time Out" 4 day breaks for  500 people form the North in 

Jerusalem and the Dead Sea, which includes activities for the children, full board in a  hotel 

and leisure activities like museum visits, theatre, etc.  

  

 

2)  SELA -- Israel Crisis Management Centre           

  

The Pratt Foundation provided additional emergency funding to SELA to help meets the 

increased demand for trauma counseling, direct aid, and volunteer training for residents of 

the North, particularly for recent immigrants Israel who had no local family support 

networks to assist them. 

  

 

3)  Yeshivat Naharei Deah in Nahariya           

  

The Pratt Foundation has supported the Yeshiva's efficient and effective activities on behalf 

of the local community for the past several years. During the war, our emergency aid to the 

Yeshiva facilitated the distribution of dry goods, cooked meals, toys and stationery (for 

children of all ages), ventilators, bedding, towels and washing accessories and other 

essential items to families living in the shelters in the North. The entire distribution was 

carried out by volunteer students and rabbis who had not been enlisted 

      

 

4)  Akim         

AKIM Israel represents and services 30,000 mentally handicapped children and their 

families. During the War, the mentally handicapped population suffered severe stress and 

trauma and were often unable to go down into the shelters.  With the Foundation's 

assistance, Akim organized five-day respites in hotels and summer camps in locations 

beyond the danger zone for several hundred of these children and their families.  

 



 

 

39 

 

 

 

THE PRATT FOUNDATION – ISRAEL 

2005-2006 ALLOCATIONS BY TOPIC* 

Environment, 

21%

Basic Needs,

 18%

Violence 

Prevention/Terror 

Victim Support , 

 10%

New Immigrants,

 9%

Children and Youth at 

Risk, 

 13%

Special Needs, 

Culture, Education

 29%

Basic Needs Violence Prevention/Terror Victim Support 

New Immigrants Children and Youth at Risk

Special Needs, Culture, Education Environment

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

        * Emergency Lebanon War contribution included in Basic Needs. 
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2005 -2006 PROJECTS BY LOCATION 
 

 

A.  South -  
 

1)  Beersheva Foundation – Soccer  Field      

 

2)  Almaya – Nirim Community Centre Soccer League    

 

3)  Tali Schools         

 

4) Ben Gurion University-Bedouin Student Scholarships    

 

5) Or Etzion – Ethiopian Leadership       

 

6) Amcha – Holocaust Survivors        

 

7) Latet – Food warehouse         

 

8)  Clean Up the World       

 

9) Shoulder to Shoulder         

 

10) Beersova             

 

11) Maslan           

 

12) Kiryat Malachi Pre-Military Academy      

 

13) Israel Association of Community Centers      

 

14)  Ben Gurion University       

 

15)  Summit            

 

16)  Beersheva Foundation        
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B.  North  
 

1)  LINK to the Environment        

 

2) Maccabi Netanya, after-school centre      

 

3) Ben Yakir Youth Village        

 

4) Peres Centre         

          

5) Western Galilee Recycling School      

 

6) Neve Michael         

 

7)  Ne'eman Association        

 

8)  Israel Tennis Centre, Kiryat Shemona      

 

9)  JAFI – Katzrin Mechina         

 

10)  Haifa University – Ethiopian Women's Scholarships       

           

11)  Yedidim - Second Chance Program     

 

12)  Beseva Tova 

        

13)  Wingate Institute         

 

14) Technion           

 

15)  IRAC  

          

16)  Maksam         

 

17)  Jordan Valley College       

 

18)  Ziv Neurim          

 

19)  Lotem           

 

20)  Kishorit         

 

21)  Keren Center for Rehabilitation Services      

 

22)  Emergency Fund - Lebanon War     

   

 

 
* Includes Emergency Lebanon War contribution
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C.  Tel Aviv Area   
 

1) Beit Hashanti          

 

2) “Otzma” Ashalim, Tel Aviv University                 

 

3)  Tel Aviv Rape Crisis Centre          

     

4) Table to Table          

 

5) CLICK           

 

6)  Friendship's Way  

         

7) Beit HaGalgalim          

 

8) Rishon Community Centre      

 

9)  Beit Noam           

 

10) Bina            

 

 

D.  Jerusalem  
 

1)  Jerusalem Foundation – Tidhar School        

 

2)  The Sam Spiegel Film & Television School- Jerusalem  

 

3)  Efrata School             

 

4) Jerusalem College of Technology- Ethiopian Engineers     

 

5) Alumah, Kiryat Yovel            

 

6) Keren Malki, Special Needs Children          

 

7)  Israel Association for Ethiopian Jewry         

 

8)  Maagan               

      

9)  Hebrew U – Yiddish Dictionary          

 

10) Lachan              

 

11)  Hartman Institute            

 

12)  Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies         

 

13) Yad B'Yad Jewish Arab School         

 

14)  Jerusalem Resources Foundation          
 

15)  New Jerusalem  Fund         
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16)  Gush Etzion Foundation      

 

17)  Kehilla            

 

18)  Aderet               

 

19) Talpiot Mental Health Centre      

 

20) Constitution by Consensus Association       

 

E. National  
 

1) Yarkon River  JNF/KKL         

 

2) Palestinian Media Watch         

 

 3) Institute for Counter Terrorism      

 

 4)  Pradler/Summit        

 

 5)  Rashi Lone Soldiers Scholarships        

 

 6) Heschel Centre – Pratt Prize        

 

 7) Arthur Rubinstein Piano Competition     

 

 8) Israel Society for Ecology          

 

 9) Green Environmental Fund 

        

10)  Food Security Forum/ Matan          

 

11)  Festival BeShekel 

 

12)  Selah             

 

13) Yachad Accelerated Learning Project         

 

15) Green Course          

 

16) JAFI            

 

17) Tmura             

 

18)  Nativ 

             

19)  Yedidim – Second Chance Program 

       

20)  Merkaz Maaseh  

            

21) Beit Issie Shapiro            
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    THE PRATT FOUNDATION – ISRAEL 

 2005- 2006 ALLOCATIONS BY LOCATION 

 
 

 

 

Tel Aviv,

 8%
Jerusalem,

 13%

North, 

 16%

South, 

 25%
National,

 38%

South North Jerusalem Tel Aviv National

 
 

 

 

  

 
              * Emergency Lebanon War contribution included in North. 
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THE PRATT FOUNDATION – ISRAEL 

1998 - 2006 ALLOCATIONS BY TOPIC 

 

 
 

 

Children and Youth at Risk, 

17%

Environment 

 14%

Violence Prevention & Terror 

Victim Support,

  12%

New Immigrants,

  18%

Special Needs ,

 12%

Education, Arts, & Culture , 

 15%

Basic Needs,

 12%

Special Needs New Immigrants Violence Prevention & Terror Victim Support

Environment Children and Youth at Risk Education, Arts, & Culture 

Basic Needs
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THE PRATT FOUNDATION – ISRAEL 

1998 - 2006 ALLOCATIONS BY LOCATION 
 

 

 

 

Jerusalem

  22%Tel Aviv,

  11%

North,

  21%

National,

 26%

South

 20%

National Jerusalem Tel Aviv North South 
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7) LETTERS OF APPRECIATION 
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Thank you from the President of Israel, Mr. Moshe Katzav, 

 for the Pratt Foundation's support of Beseva Tova. 
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ר הדירקטוריון"יו  

CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Jewish National Fund / Keren Kayemeth Le Yisrael 
 

        July 19, 2005 

        Jerusalem 

 

To  

Mr. Richard Pratt 

C/O The Pratt Foundation 

Melbourne, Australia 

 

 

 

Re: National Clean-Up Days to be set up by the Knesset 

 

 

 

Dear Richard, 

 

I am proud to inform you that Knesset's Committee for Interior and 

Environment met on Wednesday, whereby a commitment was given to Keren 

Kayemeth Leisurely / Jewish National Fund that the Knesset plans to pass 

legislation that will create two national clean-up days.  

 

Vice-Prime Minister Shimon Peres and the Environment Minister Shalom 

Simon participated in the meeting as did KKL/JNF representatives along with 

other additional leading green organizations. All together they signed a 

declaration pledging to work towards a clean Israel.  

 

I am attaching both an article that appeared in the Weekend Edition of the 

Jerusalem Post as well as our own article which we send to all of the 

KKL/JNF offices worldwide so that you can read all the details yourself. 

 

I would like to congratulate you on having supported this greatly important 

project which has now even reached the legislative level. Your contribution 

has enabled this incredible venture to expand and flourish in Israel and for this 

we thank you. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Eyehole Liked 
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Richard Pratt, Founder of the Pratt Foundation 

Heloise Waislitz, Chair 
Sam Lipski, Chief Executive 

Peter Adler, Israel Director 

Nirit Roessler, Pradler Project Manager 

 

May 31, 2006 

 

Dear Mr. Pratt, Ms. Waislitz, Mr. Lipski, and Mr. Adler and Ms. Roessler, 
 
The Rambam teaches in his Mishne Torah, that the highest form of Tzedakah is 

 "כדי לחזק את ידו עד שלא יצטרך לבריות לשאול... ונותן"

Giving …by holding one’s hand until one no longer needs to rely on others. 
 
In other words, the gift of sustainability. The Rabbi’s words capture the essence of the 

Pradler Program. The provision of long-term independence is far greater than any monetary 

donation which must inevitably be exhausted. The Pratt Foundation’s Pradler Program was 

no doubt conceived from this notion.  

 

Today’s philanthropic community is quite concerned with replicable models. The Pradler 

Program is exemplary in this respect as it hits to the heart of every donor’s real contribution 

which lies in the provision of the tools which lead to capacity building. It is my hope that 

other philanthropic bodies will replicate the Pradler Program conceptually as well as 

methodologically, for the concept alone cannot breed sustainability. The success of the 

program’s implementation stems from methodology. 

 

There are countless books, seminars, workshops, and conferences addressing the issue of 

resource development. While I do not mean to detract from their importance, there is one 

crucial factor they lack: individualization. There exists a huge gap between knowledge and 

application. The Pradler Program’s strength lies in its ability to close this gap. Imparting 

theory in workshops to groups provides knowledge but it cannot enter the life and veins of 

an organization and cater to its specific needs. The Pradler Program accomplishes much 

more in much less time because it adjusts to the pace of the recipient organization. It does 

not linger in areas which are already sound and focuses on areas of weakness for as long as 

is necessary. The flexibility to deviate from the planned schedule in accordance with the 

changing needs of the organization, and address the queries, successes, and crises of its 

week to week dynamics is unattainable in any other setting. The Pradler Program has found 

exactly the right formula to appropriately respond to the needs of its participants. 

 

We, at the Aderet Educational Program in Israel are overwhelmingly grateful to the Pratt 

Foundation for the opportunity to participate in the Pradler Program and to benefit from its 

strongest resource, the dedication of its staff.  

 

Shmaryahu Ben-Pazi          Dani Fradkin                Carrie Yomtov 

Chair           Executive Director       Associate Director 

for Resource Development 
 

 

The Aderet Pre-Army Educational Program was a participant in the seventh 

cycle of the Pratt Foundation's Pradler NGO Empowerment Project. 
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Beit Hashanti 
 

 

 

Our raison d’etre 
 

Daniella suffered serious emotional and physical abuse all her life. Aged 18 she ran away from 
home with a badly scarred body and heart. After a long therapeutic process at Beit Hashanti she 
was able to leave and live on her own financed by a job and is about to start academic studies. She 
continues to receive support from Beit Hashanti whenever it is needed. 

 
 

Eli came to Israel from Ethiopia with his father and small brother, after the death of his mother. His 
living environment and absorption difficulties lead him into more than a few scrapes and he lost 
contact with his family.  He came to Beit Hashanti after going through numerous frameworks.  Two 
months later after providing all his needs we accompanied him to the army enlistment centre 
(Bakum) and our Eli became a soldier!  One month later, contact with his family was renewed. 

 
 

Throughout her entire childhood Ronit suffered serious abuse from her father.  She was removed 
from her home when she was 12 and was sent to innumerable frameworks and eventually to a 
closed institution. On her release, after spending a long time on the streets and even dabbling in 
drugs and alcohol, Ronit arrived at Beit Hashanti and asked if we can help save her life.  We took 
her in broken and exhausted.  Today, eight months later, she is completing her matriculation 
studies at evening classes at Ankori School and the cherry on the cake is that the School of Social 
Work has accepted her on a course for treating girls at risk! 

 

Following our Hana’s completing her first year of social work studies at Sapir College, with 
distinction, Nir has followed in her footsteps.  Nir was thrown out of his family home after 
announcing he wanted to leave the orthodox way of life.  Aged 18 he come to us from the institution 
where he was living as they only look after youngsters up to the age of 18.  From the moment he 
arrived his greatest dream was to complete his matriculation studies and continue to higher 
education, and at Beit Hashanti we teach that dreams can sometimes come true…… With the help 
of Doron and Marianne Livnat, together with Sapir College, Nir is living in the college dormitories 
and is completing his matriculation studies.  He comes home to Beit Hashanti at weekends to rest 
and to enjoy the family atmosphere. 

 
 

Dear Peter, 
 

Chag Sameach to you and the Pratt Family, and huge thanks for 
your help and support.  We couldn't do it without you. 

 
On behalf of the hundreds of young people we have helped this 
past year …  Thank you, thank you, thank you. 

 
With love, 

 
The Beit Hashanti Family 
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JERUSALEM INSTITUTE FOR ISRAEL STUDIES 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

January 14, 2007 

 

Mrs. Heloise Waislitz 
Chair, The Pratt Foundation 

Level 39 55 Collins St. 

Melbourne 

Victoria 3000 

Australia 
 
 
Dear Mrs. Waislitz, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I send you a report on poverty in Jerusalem that was made 

possible by a grant from the Pratt Foundation.  This report deals with governmental and 

municipal strategies for dealing with the alarming growth in poverty in Jerusalem.  A 

second report, due to be published soon, deals with community strategies.  

 

We expanded on the written research by hosting public discussions on the subject.  The 

most recent event was held on January 11
th

, and was attended by over 100 people. It proved 

to be extremely interesting, and the media gave it maximal exposure; some ten interviews 

and articles were published about it in the Israeli press, radio, and television. 

 

Please note that that the logo of the Pratt Foundation appears on the enclosed publication, 

as it did on the invitations to the public events. We have done our best to give due credit to 

the Foundation for its backing of this undertaking. 

 

We are very grateful to the Pratt Foundation for its crucial support of the project and very 

much hope that you will continue to assist us. 

 

 

                                                                              Sincerely yours, 

                                  

                                                                             Ora Ahimeir 

                                                                             Director 

Cc: Peter Adler  
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To: 

The Pratt Family Foundation 
  

 

From:  

Linda Mosek 

Director, “CLICK” 

         

28.1.07 

 

 

 

 

Dear Sam, Peter and the Pratt Family Foundation, 

 

On behalf of CLICK, Community Leadership and Intervention of Crisis for 

Kids and the Elderly, I would like to sincerely thank you, once more, for 

your generous donation to the SAVI project, operated by CLICK. 

 

This ongoing amazing support provides our organization with the 

resources to maintain, develop and grow an exciting innovative social 

entrepreneurial business venture in the third sector. Your efforts also help 

us provide a model for other not-for-profits to emulate. 

In appreciation, 

 

Linda Mosek, 

Social Worker 

Director, CLICK 

 

Copy:  Ziona Kemelman, Social Worker, Chairperson, CLICK 
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New Jerusalem Foundation 
 
 
Jerusalem, January 29, 2007 
 
Peter Adler 
Israel Director 
The Pratt Foundation 
Neve Daniel 20 
Gush Etzion, 90909 
Israel  
 
 
Dear Mr. Adler, 
 
On behalf of the New Jerusalem Foundation I would like to thank you and 
the Pratt Foundation for your generous contribution and decision to make 
a difference in the lives of Jerusalem's new immigrants through Project 
TAKA -  Program for the Advancement of New Immigrant Academics in 
Technology. Your donation will assist Jerusalem's new immigrants in the 
their absorption process by helping them to achieve the skills they need 
to be able to succeed in Jerusalem's higher education institutions in the 
fields of Computer Science and Technology, preparing them for future 
employment in Israel's hi tech industry. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions or 
concerns regarding your donation.  
 
Thank you for your support! 
  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
David Bar El Colbert 
Director of Project Development 
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8) MEDIA COVERAGE 
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This article, citing The Pratt Foundation's support of Tmura,  

 appeared in the Israel Venture Capital Journal. 
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SYDNEY MORNING HERALD      27 December, 2005 

Lessons that may be learnt from Israel  by Louise Dodson  

IT SEEMS a touch strange that Israeli educators would travel across the world to bring special 
accelerated learning techniques to indigenous people. Certainly education standards among these 
people have reached crisis levels, according to a recent government report, Overcoming 
Indigenous Disadvantage: Key Indicators 2005.Israel has its own needy people to educate. Yet its 
experience in trying to educate disadvantaged communities is the very reason Israel is taking its 
expertise overseas, according to Professor Elite Olshtain, from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
"Israel wants to share the experience gained by teaching a lot of disadvantaged groups," she says 
on her return to Jerusalem from Far North Queensland. 

Another reason is that the Israeli education techniques seem to work. The educators have had an 
incredible 80 per cent success rate using their specially developed accelerated learning techniques 
to teach communities within Israel, including Bedouins, Arabs and refugees from African countries 
such as Ethiopia. 

Needless to say, dealing with trauma in the wake of terrorist attacks is a special area of expertise in 
Israel. Israelis have had a lot of practice in caring for victims of terrorism, which Australia may have 
to learn to cope in the event of any attacks. The education experiment with indigenous Australians 
is also strengthening links between the two countries. 

The first phase of the project, involving 192 students and 53 teachers at Halls Creek in north 
Western Australia, Arukun in North Queensland and Shepparton in Victoria, has been completed. It 
is to expand to NSW and South Australia next year. 

The Yachad Accelerated Learning Project employs techniques similar to those used to keep gifted 
children interested in school, but is aimed at improving literacy and numeracy among 
disadvantaged indigenous students. Described by Olshtain as a "table with four legs", it involves 
taking weaker students out of regular classes; intensive one-on-one tutoring and custom-made 
educational activities to suit the student; working with teachers; and involving the students' families 
and the entire community in the education process. 

At the conclusion of the first phase, Olshtain said one of the main achievements had been a sharp 
drop in absenteeism. While she remains hopeful of continued success, she acknowledges the 
project was more difficult than expected. 

The project is supported by the Federal Government and a range of private sponsors, including the 
Pratt Foundation of Melbourne. It was set up after Prof. Marcia Langton, head of indigenous 
studies at the University of Melbourne, visited Israel and saw how the teaching method worked in 
bridging the gap between needy communities and the mainstream population. 

The indigenous leader Noel Pearson lent his strong support to the project, presenting an argument 
to the Education Minister, Brendan Nelson, why it should be funded.  "The work of the Israelis may 
offer us a realistic fast track for bridging the education divide that we as a nation have failed to 
properly address," Pearson wrote to Nelson. 

The Liberal senator Mitch Fifield, chairman of the Government's backbench education committee, is 
on the project's Australian advisory board. He is impressed with the program's low profile but 
intensive, specific and tailored design. 

"It's not a high-profile, sexy type of program. It is quiet but with the potential to be very effective," 
Fifield says. "The project aims to train new trainers and will thus be self-sustaining in the longer 
term, he believes. He is not surprised Israelis are teaching indigenous Australians. "Israelis are very 
practical, hands on, can-do people," he says. 

Louise Dodson is the Herald's chief political correspondent.  
 

TPF is a Founding Sponsor of The Yachad Accelerated Learning Project, 

which is in its fourth year of operation in Australia.
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The Pratt Foundation supported Nahar Deiah's emergency relief activities 

 to residents of the North throughout the duration of 

 the Second Lebanon War. 
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A Decrease in the Criminal Level of Immigrant Youth at Risk 
 

Walla! web-news, Wednesday, November 23, 2005, 2:31 PM. 

http://news.walla.co.il/?w=/90/813585 

 

 

Police Commander Suzie Ben-Baruch who oversees the department of 

juvenile delinquency in the Israeli Police presented data that point to a 

10% decrease in criminal activity amongst immigrant youth from the 

Former Soviet Union (FSU). 

 

The percentage of immigrant youth that have been involved in criminal 

activity has dropped drastically. Commander Suzie Ben-Baruch, responsible 

for juvenile delinquents in the Israel Police, presented data which points to a 

10% decrease in criminal activity amongst immigrant youth from the FSU, 

and a decrease of 11% amongst immigrant youth from Ethiopia. Commander 

Ben-Baruch added that there has also been a significant drop in criminal 

activity amongst veteran Israeli youth, which stands presently at 7.6%. 

 

Ben-Baruch stressed that the decline in criminal activity was most noticeable 

in the locations where the Ministry of Immigrant Absorption runs projects for 

youth-at-risk such as "Misikun Lesikui"  and "Sikuyim" (Second Chance), a 

program that is funded largely by the Melbourne-based Pratt Foundation. 

Additional preventive programs have also been put in place for alcohol and 

substance abuse. 

 

The Director General of the Ministry of Immigrant Absorption, Mirle Gal, 

responded to the publication of the data by stating that: "this issue now has the 

highest priority for Tzipi Livni, the Minister of Immigrant Absorption. We are 

happy to see that the large resources being allocated and the various programs 

being implemented for youth-at-risk is producing results in the field".  

 

 

 

Yedidim's unique Second Chance program has received wide coverage in 

both the electronic and written media. 

http://news.walla.co.il/?w=/90/813585
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Article in Ha'aretz, March 14, 2006, citing the results of the Pratt Survey of 

Environmental Awareness. 
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Report: 36% of families in Jerusalem are poor 
Ruth Eglash, THE JERUSALEM POST Jan. 10, 2007 

 
Jerusalem is the poorest of Israel's large cities and the municipality must tackle its 
growing rate of poverty, according to a report to be published Thursday by the 
Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies, a nonprofit policy research center. 
 
Based on data collected from Jerusalem's social welfare services and the National 
Insurance Institute, researchers Dr. John Gal, a senior lecturer from The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem's School of Social Work and Social Welfare, and Dr. Idit 
Weiss, a senior lecturer at Tel Aviv University's School of Social Work, found that one-
third of the capital's families, or 36 percent, live under the poverty line, compared to 
20.6% in the rest of the country. 
 
Jerusalem's problems are exacerbated by the dominance of two distinct populations 
within its limits - haredi community and the Palestinian Arabs - who have low 
participation in the labor market or take home low wages but maintain large 
households, Gal told The Jerusalem Post Wednesday. 
 
"Poverty is not the sole responsibility of the local authorities," he noted. "However, 
even with the national government and nonprofit organizations dealing with the 
poverty issue, there is still a role for the local authorities to fill." 
 
The report's recommendations include a call for the Jerusalem Municipality to 
establish a central body responsible for addressing the problem of poverty and 
encouraging people to join the workforce. 
 
"[The local government] should ensure that people who are eligible for their benefits 
are really claiming them," said Gal. "It must create jobs or train people to enter the 
labor market. It also needs a greater role in dealing directly with people's acute 
needs." 
 
 "Diverse strategies have been implemented in other places around the world," he 
continued, adding that in compiling the 72-page document, the two researchers spent 
time analyzing anti-poverty strategies implemented in other cities around the globe. 
 
For example, said Gal, local governments in Ireland run a Combat Poverty Agency. 
"Jerusalem can learn from these experiments and tackle the problem on a local level." 
Gal added that he was hopeful that the Jerusalem Municipality would take up the 
report's recommendations once it is officially published on Thursday. 
 
"Social services have started to make some changes, but tackling poverty has not yet 
been identified as a major goal," he said. "It must first be identified and then an 
infrastructure to deal with it must be created within the municipality." 

 

 

The Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies' comprehensive report on Poverty 

in Jerusalem, funded by the Pratt Foundation, received wide coverage in the 

Hebrew and English-language print and electronic media. 
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The Pratt Foundation is a Founder and Executive Board Member of the 

Forum to Address Food Insecurity and Poverty in Israel.
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     "Efrata Elementary School has this year received a generous donation 

from the Pratt Foundation in Australia for the benefit of the children 

learning in the Special Needs' Communications (Autistic) classes in our 

school. 

   

     The funds from the donation have allowed us to purchase supplies  

apparatus and educational games for the paramedical treatment room. 

 

     Within the Efrata School, alongside the homeroom classes, there are 

Communications' classes for autistic children on various levels of 

functioning. 

In the 2nd and 4th grades, high-level functioning Autistic/PDD children 

are fully mainstreamed during the course of the day within the 

homeroom class, yet study at various times in their smaller, specialized 

classes.  In the 3rd grade, there are low-functioning autistic children who 

study in a separate class throughout the day and may be individually 

mainstreamed for certain lessons. Each Communications' class has two 

teachers, two teaching aids and a National Service volunteer.  In addition, 

we have a paramedical staff which includes an art therapist, speech 

therapist, occupational therapist and "small pets" therapist.  

      

Through the generous donation of Mr. Richard Pratt, of the Pratt 

Foundation in Australia, a room has been designated in the school for 

paramedical treatments.  The donation has enabled us to purchase 

specialized paramedical equipment and to design the room according to 

the specific needs of the children. 

 

This is the story of an empty classroom which has been 

transformed into a well-equipped paramedical treatment room and 

considerably improved the lives of the Autistic/PDD children in our 

school." 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

From the Website of the Efrata School, Jerusalem. 
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Peter Adler 

 Executive Director 
The Pratt Foundation-Israel 

P.O.B 37052 , Jerusalem 
ISRAEL 

 
Phone:972-2-9309631 

Fax:972-2-9932801 
 

admin@prattfoundation-israel.co.il 
 

www.prattfoundation-israel.co.il 

 
 

 

http://www.prattfoundation-israel.co.il/

